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WELCOME

FEATURED
PUBLICATIONS
❖ McCartney C and Amankwaa
A (2017). DNA databases: it’s
still far from clear how
effective they are in fighting
crime.
❖ Sloots et al. (2017). Kastle–
Meyer blood test reagents
are deleterious to DNA
❖ Devender Singh and
Aggarwal (2017). Detection
and localization of copypaste forgeries in digital
videos

Welcome to our October Newsletter containing a brief overview of
all current FSSGH news, research abstracts and short articles by
members and affiliates.

FSSGH EVENTS
•

FSSGH 2018 Conference and AGM | Date: April 5th – 6th

2018 (TBC) | Venue: TBC
•

2018 Continuous Professional Development (CPD)

seminars and workshop series (Dates and venues to be
communicated soon)

MEMBERSHIP
Are your membership details up to date? Complete our online
application form here or contact the Secretary at
forensicsocietygh@gmail.com
Membership categories:
Honorary Member: A Full Member who has made an outstanding
contribution to the profession may be elected as an Honorary
Member by an Annual General Meeting.
Full Member: A relevant tertiary qualification and at least 3 years’
professional work experience in a forensic discipline.
Associate Member: Recent graduates of a forensic science

Study MSc/MPhil Forensic
Science or MPhil Human
Anatomy and Forensic Science at
Kwame Nkrumah University of
Science & Technology (KNUST). Learn
more

degree program or graduates of a forensic degree program with
less than 3 years’ professional experience or those with more than
5 years’ professional experience in a forensic discipline.
Affiliate Member: Less than five years of experience in a forensic
discipline or those embarking on a forensic career or individuals
with an active interest in a field of forensic science.
Student Member: Currently studying an undergraduate program
in forensic science or closely related subjects.

SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS
Join our discussions on our Facebook Group Page and follow our updates on our Facebook Media Channel

ABSTRACTS & WORKING PAPER SERIES
The Regulation of Forensic Science in the United Kingdom
Emmanuel Nsiah Amoako
School of Law, Northumbria University, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 8ST
(emmanuel.amoako@northumbria.ac.uk)
Forensic science exists because of the criminal justice system (CJS). Against this backdrop, its usage in all
criminal proceedings from the crime scene to court must be based on common quality standards that befits
the CJS. However, the adoption of these quality standards depends on the readiness of forensic science
providers to demonstrate compliance and the ability of regulatory bodies to enforce the adoption. The
Forensic Science Regulator (FSR) regulates the provision of forensic science in the UK by using Codes of
Practice and Conducts for forensic science providers and practitioners. Since the inception of these Codes,
the adoption by providers have been by a voluntary co-operation. This has given birth to disparities such as
unequal accreditation requirements between police laboratories and private forensic science providers.
Several recommendations about this regulation have demonstrated that adoption must go beyond this
voluntary cooperation and be underpinned by statutory powers. The aim of this research is to assess the
current regulatory regime and the emerging proposals in order to recommend an effective regulatory
package that promotes optimal adoption and compliance of quality standards; and the assurance of
continual commitment to quality practice and service delivery. A quantitative research approach would be
utilised to seek suggestions from Stakeholders of forensic science provision in the UK on the feasibility and
implications of these emerging proposals on the overall provision of forensic science to the criminal justice
system in the UK.
Keywords: Forensic science, statutory regulation, Forensic Science Regulator, criminal justice system
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